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Using in-situ observations, atmospheric and satellite data sets, together with 
numerical modeling, we investigate the characteristics and mechanisms of two 
upwellings, i.e., in the eastern shelf off Hainan Island and in the western Beaufort Sea 
of the Arctic, respectively. 
The upwelling in the eastern shelf off Hainan Island has two centers: one is off the 
eastern coast of Hainan Island (HEU) and the other is off the northeastern coast of 
Hainan Island (HNEU). Both case and composite analyses identify that the HEU is 
mainly driven by southwesterly wind but is not remarkably affected by freshwater and 
turbulent mixing. In contrast, associated with the prevailing southerly wind, the HNEU 
can be further intensified by mixing and limited in the lower layer when it is covered 
by fresh water. To identify dynamics of the upwelling, we conducted a numerical 
experiment using an idealized topography. The result again shows the HEU is wind-
driven, and indicates that the HNEU, located downstream of the change in topography, 
is associated with onshore cross-isobath transport. The upwelling-linked onshore 
transport is primarily intensified by the along-isobath barotropic pressure gradient force, 
but is weakened by the along-isobath baroclinic pressure gradient force. In addition, the 
cross-isobath forces play an important role in the upwelling intensification in the 
shallow nearshore region. 
In the western Beaufort Sea, the wind pattern in recent four years is different than 
the long-term climatological conditions in that the springtime peak in alongcoast 
easterly wind speed shifts from May to June, and the autumn peak is limited to October 
instead of extending farther into the fall. The wind-driven volume transport of the 
Beaufort shelfbreak jet is correlated to the alongcoast windspeed, although a more 
accurate estimation is obtained when considering the ice thickness at the mooring site. 
In this background condition, the canonical upwelling event, composited from 131 
upwelling individual events, reveals that when the wind is strongest the entire 














water (AW) is upwelled to the shelfbreak, while for the remaining events only Pacific 
water (PW) is upwelled. The primary driving factor behind this is the seasonal variation 
in the PW-AW interface depth offshore of the shelfbreak, which is controlled by the 
local wind stress curl. These variations are due to the influence of the two regional 
atmospheric centers of action — the Aleutian Low and Beaufort High. 
These two upwelling systems are both related to the alongcoast wind. Under the 
different background conditions, the differences of the two upwellings are highlighted 
on the spatial and temporal range and variation, the effect factors, and the responses of 
ecosystem and climate. 
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